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Hiroshima Symphony Orchestra Flagship Concert
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Dear Friends,

I visited Hiroshima in August 2015 on the 70th anniversary of A-bomb attack tragedy, and I
joined Hiroshima Symphony Orchestra for playing Music for Peace together. It was my first
experience and amazing to play with this orchestra and Maestro Akiyama.

It is essential to keep memory alive, and I believe that music can be a powerful inspiration and
support to achieve this.

I am very happy to find the musicians from Sinfonia Varsovia and Orchestre Symphonique de
Montreal which I play quite often, and my favorite pianist Charles-Richard Hamlin for the
Music for Peace concert on February 16 2017.

I am quite confident that Music for Peace will receive many supports from Japan and all over
the world , which will enable to realize Hiroshima International Peace Orchestra concerts.

With love,

Martha Argerich
Peace and Music Ambassador of Hiroshima Symphony Orchestra
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On behalf of all my colleagues at the Orchestre symphonique de Montréal (OSM), I salute
the Hiroshima Symphony Orchestra for its Music for Peace project. Two OSM musicians -
Ali Yazdanfar and John Zirbel - will join the Hiroshima Symphony to perform in a concert
to mark the 250th anniversary of Ludwig van Beethoven, as part of Music for Peace Project.
What better way to make a statement for world peace than through the music of Beethoven?
Through it is carried the eternal values of the Enlightenment - Liberty, Fraternity and Equality.
This motto, made famous in the French revolution, is as relevant and urgent as ever today. In
the 21st century, Music for Peace, featuring visiting musicians from all over the world, is both

a metaphor and a model for international and cross-cultural cooperation.

Kent Nagano

Music Director of Orchestre symphonique de Montréal
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Au nom de la Délégation générale du Québec a Tokyo, je vous souhaite la bienvenue a ce
concert. Cette collaboration harmonieuse regroupant le grand pianiste québécois Charles
Richard -Hamelin, 'Orchestre symphonique d’Hiroshima, deux musiciens de I'Orchestre
symphonique de Montréal et deux musiciens de I'Orchestre symphonique de Varsovie (Sinfonia
Vorsovia) est un symbole de partage sinscrivant parfaitement dans la série de concerts Music
for Peace. A travers le langage de la musique, les deux villes jumelles que sont Hiroshima et
Montréal expriment leur attachement aux valeurs de paix, de dialogue interculturel et de
respect mutuel. Récipiendaire de nombreux prix prestigicux, le pianiste Charles Richard-
Hamelin méne une carriére internationale ol sa maitrise, notamment, des ceuvres de Chopin
et de Beethoven, est appréciée par les plus grands orchestres. Mesdames et messieurs, je vous

remercie de votre présence et vous souhaite une trés belle soirée musicale!

Claire Deronzier

Déléguée générale du Québec a Tokyo
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The Embassy of the Republic of Poland highly appreciate the efforts of Agency for Cultural
Affairs Government of Japan and Hiroshima Symphony Association for bringing the
opportunity to present the Flagship Concert — first part of the Japan and Poland Project 2016-
2020 “Music for Peace”.

On this occasion we will have the chance to hear music performed by Charles Richard-
Hamelin, 2nd Price Winner of 17th edition of the Chopin International Piano Competition
held in 2015 in Poland. Also, I feel very honored that two polish musicians Stanislaw
Podemski (violin) and Andrzej Krzyzanowski (flote) from Sinfonia Varsovia have been invited

to participate in this concert together with Hiroshima Symphony Orchestra.

I sincerely hope that the Japan and Poland Project 2016-2020 “Music for Peace” will provide
excellent opportunities to promote Chopin’s music in Japan, and further strengthen the

friendship between Japan and Poland.

Piotr Szostak

Charg¢ d'affaires ad interim Embassy of the Republic of Poland
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The Music for Peace Concert, which is held as part of the Japan-Poland Project 2016-2020,

uses music to promote world peace.

Out of friendship, solidarity, and in the hopes of shaping a better world, I would like to join with

Montréal’s twin city, Hiroshima, and share this great musical moment that will echo through the planet.

This joint performance bringing together Charles Richard-Hamelin, members of the Orchestre

symphonique de Montréal and the Hiroshima Symphony Orchestra, is genuinely important to

strengthen relations among our peoples. I am especially pleased about this exchange.

I would like to join with the Mayor of Hiroshima, Matsui Kazumi, and reiterate my friendship.

At the same time, I wish to confirm that next summer Montréal will take part in the 9th

General Conference of Mayors for Peace, of which Mayor Matsui is president.

Please join us to celebrate Montréal’s 375th anniversary in 2017. T hope that the Music for Peace

Concert will be a great success and strengthen our ties of friendship through love of music.

Denis Coderre
Mayor of Montréal
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It is my great pleasure to offer my heartfelt congratulations on the grand opening of the Japan and

Poland Project 2016-2020: Hiroshima Symphony Orchestra Flagship Concert “Music for Peace.”

I understand that this concert was conceived to transmit the wishes for peace from Hiroshima
to the world together with overseas musicians, after world-renowned pianist Martha Argerich
empathized with the Hiroshima Symphony Orchestra’s concept, “Music for Peace.” T believe
it truly significant that such a concert will be held in Hiroshima, an international city of peace
and culture. T would like to express my heartfelt respect to the Hiroshima Symphony Orchestra

and all those who have worked tirelessly to make the concert a reality.

It is gratifying that at this concert, not only musicians from Poland but also from our sister city
Montreal, Canada will jointly play with the Hiroshima Symphony Orchestra. I hope that this
concert will inspire the audience and that the Spirit of Hiroshima, a wish for peace, will fill the

concert hall.

In closing, I extend my best wishes for the success of the “Music for Peace” concert.

MATSUI Kazumi
Mayor of Hiroshima
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Kazuyoshi Akiyama (Conductor)
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Born in 1941, Kazuyoshi Akiyama studied conducting under
Hideo Saito at the Toho Gakuen School of Music.

Akiyama has held prestigious posts such as Music Director
of the American Symphony Orchestra (1973-1978) and the
Vancouver Symphony Orchestra (1972-1985). During this
time, Akiyama’s reputation spread to Europe and throughout
North America, where he has been invited to conduct
the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, the NDR Symphony
Orchestra, the Orchestre de la Suisse Romande, the New
York Philharmonic, the Boston Symphony Orchestra and

many others.

He is the recipient of numerous highly prestigious honors in
Japan including the Person of Cultural Merit (2014) for his

outstanding cultural contributions.

Akiyama currently holds the title of Conductor Laureate
at the Tokyo Symphony Orchestra, the Kyushu Symphony
Orchestra and the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra, as well
as other positions with several Japanese orchestras.

He has also been acting as Permanent Conductor and Music

Director of the Hiroshima Symphony Orchestra since 1998.

In 2014, he celebrated the 50th anniversary of his conducting

career.
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Charles Richard-Hamelin (Piano)
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Silver medalist and laureate of the Krystian Zimerman award of
the best sonata at the International Chopin Piano Competition
in 2015, Charles Richard-Hamelin is standing out as one of the
most important pianists of his generation. He also won the second
prize at the Montreal International Musical Competition and
the third prize and special award for the best performance of a
Beethoven sonata at the Seoul International Music Competition in
South Korea. In April 2015, he was awarded the prestigious Career
Development Award offered by the Women’s Musical Club of
Toronto.

He has appeared in various prestigious festivals including the
Prague Spring Festival, La Roque d’Anthéron in France, “Chopin
and his Europe” Festival in Warsaw and the Lanaudiére Festival
in Canada. As a soloist, he has performed with various ensembles
including the Warsaw Philharmonic Orchestra, Montreal
Symphony Orchestra, Toronto Symphony Orchestra, Poznan
Philharmonic Orchestra, Beethoven Academy Orchestra, Orchestre
Métropolitain de Montréal, OFUNAM (Mexico), Korean
Symphony Orchestra and I Musici de Montréal.

Originally from Lanaudi¢re in Québec, Charles Richard-Hamelin
studied with Paul Surdulescu, Sara Laimon, Boris Berman and
André Laplante. He obtained a bachelor’s degree in performance
from McGill University in 2011 and a master’s degree from the
Yale School of Music in 2013 and received full scholarships in both
institutions. He also completed an Artist Diploma program at
the Conservatoire de Musique de Montréal in 2016 and currently
takes lessons on a regular basis with pianist Jean Saulnier. His first
solo CD, which features late works by Chopin, was released on
the Analekea label in September 2015 and received widespread
acclaim from critics throughout the world (Diapason, BBC Music
Magazine, Le Devoir).
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He has been the acting of 2nd violins principal in the Sinfonia Varsovia Orchestra
since 2015. Since a very early age Stanistaw Podemski has been taking part and

winning national and international competitions.
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He won a number of national competitions in Szczecinek, Sieradz, Olsztyn and
E6dz. He has been a lecturer of the Sinfonia Varsovia Academy, a project intended

to refine the playing skills of orchestra musicians.
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ORCHESTRE SYMPHONIQUE DE MONTREAL, Principal Bass
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He has regularly appeared as a teacher at festivals including the Orford Arts Center,

the Domaine Forget, and the National Orchestral Institute, and is on the faculty of
the Schulich School of Music at McGill University.
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ORCHESTRE SYMPHONIQUE DE MONTREAL, Principal Horn
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Mr. Zirbel was a prize winner at the 1981 Grand Concours International de Cor in
Liege and has performed all the major horn concerti with the OSM.

He enjoys teaching and mentoring talented young horn players both at McGill

University’s Schulich School of Music and at the Aspen Music Festival and School,
where he serves as principal horn of the Aspen Festival Orchestra.
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Dai Fujikura was born in Osaka, but he has spent more than 20 years in the UK where he studied composition with
Edwin Roxburgh, Daryl Runswick and George Benjamin. In the last decade he has been the recipient of numerous prizes.
Kazimierz Serocki International Composers’ Competition in Poland, Internationaler Wiener Composition Prize, the Paul
Hindemith Prize in Austria and Germany respectively and both the Otaka and Akutagawa awards. He has received various
commissions from festivals and orchestras including Salzburg Festival, Lucerne Festival, The Proms, Chicago Symphony
Orchestra, Ensemble Intercontemporain, amongst others. Collaborations with conductors include Boulez, Eétvés, Dudamel,
and Kazuki Yamada. Fujikura’s first opera, Solaris, was commissioned by Théitre des Champs Elysées, Opéra de Lille and
Opéra de Lausanne, and had its world premiere in March 2015 which won critical acclaim. He has also collaborated in the
experimental pop/jazz/improvisation world. A co-composition with Ryuichi Sakamoto was premiered in Hakuju Hall in
Japan, collaborative works with David Sylvian are on Sylvian's "died in the wool" album and also Dai's co-compositions
with Jan Bang and Sidsel Endresen feature on Jan Bang's album, released from Jazzland records. His latest recordings were
released by NMC, commmons and Kairos. His scores are published by G. Ricordi & Co., Berlin — part of Universal Music
Publishing Classical.

Hiroshima Symphony Orchestra

Hiroshima Symphony Orchestra (HSO) started as “Hiroshima Civic Symphony Orchestra” in 1963. The
orchestra was renamed the current name in 1970. Since becoming a professional orchestra in 1972, HSO has
been active in the Chugoku and Shikoku regions of Japan.

Currently HSO holds approximately 140 concerts annually, including 14 Subscription Concerts in Hiroshima,
Kure, Fukuyama, Hatsukaichi and Shimane, Discovery Series Concerts, Masterpiece Concerts, which is co-
hosted Hiroshima City, and School Concerts.

In 2012, HSO had the 40th anniversary of becoming a professional, and performed “Messiaen: Turangalila-
Symphonie" to celebrate it. In 2013, to celebrate the 50th anniversary of its founding, numerous special events
such as performance of “Stravinsky: Le Sacre du Printemps” and the concerts for 2 days with a world renowned
cellist, Mischa Maisky, were held, and HSO gained a great reputation. In August 2015, HSO had “An Evening of
Peace Concert" with Martha Argerich in Hiroshima to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the atomic bombing
of the city. HSO also had the same concert at Suntory Hall in Tokyo for the first time, and that was graced by the
presence of Their Majesties the Emperor and Empress of Japan.

HSO has received several awards such as the Regional Cultural Merit Award, the Hiroshima Culture Award
and the Hiroshima Citizen's Award.

Official website  http://hirokyo.or.jp
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Kazuyoshi Akiyama
Music Director&
Permanent Conductor
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Kazukiyo Inoue
Honorary Founding
Conductor
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Akeo Watanabe

Honorary Music Director
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Martha Argerich

Peace and Music Ambassador
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Volkhard Steude
Music Partner
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Soichi Sakuma
1st Concertmaster
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Rumi Kurakawa
Concertmistress

1st Violin
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lkuko Ishii
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Mitsuyo Kawahata
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Naoko Kurata
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Junko Goto
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Yohei Shimizu
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Kazuhiro Date
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Kawori Fukuzawa
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Aiko Masada
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Keitaro Yamane
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Kouji Takaguchi

B A

Fumiya Tanaka
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Tomoe Noguchi

2nd Violin
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Megumi Oki
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Yumi Ogorochi
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Mari Kakemoto
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Masashi Takawa
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Young Duk Chung
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Yumiko Naoe
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Yuko Hasegawa
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Megumi Morita

Nnso g

Azusa Kawabe

Viola
TR B

Ema Ambo
Principal
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Naoko Ishikawa
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Hideo Itoh
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Tomohiro Sakae
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Akiko Sasaki
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Maho Date
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Keiko Nagai
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Akino Aono

Cello
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Martin Stanzeleit
Principal
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Tetsuji Itoh
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Aya Iwahashi
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Kazuko Endo
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Masaki Kumazawa
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Haruna Someya
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Nobuo Hatamoto
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Junko Mori

Contrabass
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Kenichi Saito
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Masanori Tokuhara
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Yuji Tobita
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Daisuke Fujimaru
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Yuta Sumida

Flute
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Yayoi Okamoto
R DA
Megumi Nakamura
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Kumi Morikawa

Oboe
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Yukiko Itadani
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Shigeru Shiba
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Takumi Shimoda

Clarinet
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Hideyo Shinagawa
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Tetsuya Takao

Bassoon
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Kimihiro Ozawa
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Hideki Tokuhisa
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Atsuko Hirohata

Horn
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Yukitomo Kuramochi
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Tatsuhiko Miyamoto
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Daisuke Yamazaki

W R

Natsuko Watanabe

Trumpet
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Katsutoshi Kameshima
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Yuichi Matsuzaki
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Takayuki Matsuda

Trombone
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Takayuki Kiyozumi
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Hiroshi Matsuda

Bass Trombone
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Soichiro Takezaki

Tuba
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Taishi Furumoto

Timpani&Percussion
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Tomoko Abe
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Ryoto Okabe
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Shigeru Terunuma

Inspector
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Tetsuji Itoh
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Katsutoshi Kameshima

Librarian

[VN== TS
Hiromi Matsuda
Stage Manager
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Seiji Tominaga
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